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Throughout the semester, I’ve noticed I do have a few patterns I follow while writing papers.  On almost every paper, I procrastinated; every paper was completed the morning it was due.  I’ve also noticed that while I’m writing, I’m usually doing other things such as watching television or surfing the internet.  The first two papers we were assigned, I went to the coffee house down the street to write them.  While I was writing, I would listen to music and have my internet open.  The last few papers we were assigned, I wrote in my room while watching television.

Looking back on our assignments, the only change I noticed was that I could focus better on my writing.  I found the best way to make me focus is the go the coffee house, listen to my music, and zone out.  There aren’t enough distractions to interrupt my focus, but there is just enough to prevent me from getting bored.  I continued to procrastinate all the way to the end of the semester, but I received high grades on all of them.

While observing my writing habits early on, I made some suggestions to myself in order to make writing easier.  These suggestions were to not procrastinate and to do a rough outline of my papers so I could keep my ideas flowing.  However, I didn’t do either of those.  I continued to procrastinate and although I attempted outlines for the last three papers, I didn’t make much progress.  These are both things that I need to continue to work at and hope to fix in the near future.

I found everything we learned in class to be helpful, but the material I found most helpful was writing an annotated bibliography and how to write a position paper. While working on the position paper, I learned how to do in depth research and also how to use the school database.  Organizing a paper is another important lesson, which I will use every time I write a paper. I think this information will be the most helpful because I will have many research papers to do with my choice of career.  

While rewriting my papers, I could tell my writing had progressed throughout these three assignments. The organization got better throughout them and the word choices as well.  While revising my position paper, I realized I use semicolons too often, and had to rewrite a few sentences to get rid of them. I also noticed I have a difficult time connecting paragraphs sometimes, so I had to rewrite some sentences for that as well.  I didn’t need to revise much on my observation nor my memoir papers.  Most of the corrections on both of those were minor grammatical errors.

For my portfolio, I chose to rewrite my memoir, observation, and position papers. The position and memoir papers were mandatory in the portfolio.  However, I would have chosen them regardless.  I feel these three papers show my best work because I received the highest scores on them. In addition, I’m really proud of my position paper because I did some really good research for the assignment.  My observation paper was chosen because I felt I did well using descriptive details.

The strongest points of my portfolio are the papers themselves.  They are each a different style of writing, and show my strengths within each of those styles.  The position paper showed my ability to do research and to organize it in an effective way.  I have a difficult time writing papers if they are longer than three or four pages, because I get bored really easy. I’m really happy with how this piece turned out.

I like my observation paper because I think the descriptive language is great.  Some specific examples are: “I can smell the Jack-o-Lanterns burning and hear the insides sizzling from the candles”.  This paper was a challenge for me because I have a difficult time describing what I see.  I also think the descriptions make you visualize what it’s like on Halloween.  I described what Halloween was like when I was a child and what it is like now: “When I was younger, the whole neighborhood went trick-or-treating,” and “I look around and notice one thing: my street is deserted”.  This paper was definitely a challenge and I enjoyed it.

My final paper was my memoir, and this is my favorite piece of the entire year.  I have a difficult time putting my feelings on paper, so this was also a challenge for me. Until this paper, my parents never knew that I thought about my grandfather.  Like the observation, this paper also has some great descriptive language.  My favorite line is, “The age of the cemetery is evident in the many tarnished gravestones; only a few still had their glimmer in the morning sunlight”.  This is my favorite piece because of the language used and because of how much I was able to open up.
